






Take Root – Early Beginnings  
Pieces of the Mosaic - 2007 

 1. RPA estimates that our downtown 
tree canopy is 7-8% in the CBD. 

2.  Select Trees in Athens, GA offers 
trees as part of their Sustainable 
Tree Bank. 

3. Owners of Chattz Coffee make a 
plea for more trees in the  
downtown and offer to help pay. 

4.  Leadership Chattanooga team 
wants a green project.  



Leadership Chattanooga Class ‘08 





Branding and Marketing 



 







Volunteer 
Planting 
Opportunities 







www.mayors.org/climateprotection 

1,044 cities have signed on. 
In Tennessee: 

  Chattanooga 

   Cookeville 

   Crossville 

   Franklin 

   Manchester 

   Nashville 

   Signal Mountain 



 
Reduce sprawl 

 
Preserve open space 

 
Create walkable communities 

 
Diversify transportation 

options 
 

Develop alternative energy 
sources 

 
Promote energy efficiency 

Purchase green products 
 

Promote green buildings 
 

Increase efficiency of 
municipal fleets 

 
Conserve water  

 
Increase recycling rates 

 
 

Educate everyone 

Plant trees 
 
 

Climate Protection Agreement 















Site Preparation 





Why Successful? 

Cross disciplinary 
Solves a problem 
Provides an opportunity for immediate 

gratification – “I can own it” 
Positive for the environment  
Initiative was ambitious yet scalable 
 



Grants Received 

Benwood - $100,000 
Lyndhurst - $100,000 
Volkswagen - $126,500 Mitigation monies 
TAEP – $30,644 
General contributions - $19,537 
 
TOTAL: $376,681 



Future of Take Root 



Other Volunteer Opportunities 

Scout Projects 
Elm Research Institute 

Tree Commission Annual 
Awards Ceremony  
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