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Trees contribute to 
increased quality of life in 
many communities. 

Some of the benefits of urban 
trees include (Roloff nd.):

• Energy savings from solar 
shading and barriers to wind,

• Rainfall interception and 
tempered release into surface 
waters,

• Increased usable life of those 
asphalt streets that are shaded,

• Reduced air pollution through 
leaf uptake of pollutants,

• Increased property values, 

• Positive effects on the 
psychological health of people,

 
• Less crime in treed areas, and

• Wildlife shelter and food 
(habitat).
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Tree Value = Base Value x Species Classif cation (%) x Condition (%) x Location (%)
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Hazard Zone 

Categories

Color 

Codes

Examples

Very High 
Hazard

Red

1.  Emergency access routes
2.  Medical and emergency facilities and shelters, 

handicap access areas
3.  School playgrounds
4.  In high-use parks/public areas: permanent structures 

and drive-in campsites 
5.  Individual trees or neighborhoods with very high-risk 

tree characteristics such as :
  •   standing dead trees or those with very poor
      condition class ratings
  •   severely storm-damaged trees
  •   trees that visually obstruct traff c signs, stop 

lights, or security lights
  •   tree roots causing severe sidewalk buckling

High 
Hazard Orange 

1.   Main thoroughfares: congested intersections and 
visually obstructed traff c signs and stoplights

2.   High-use parks, playgrounds, and picnic areas
3.   Golf courses
4.    Parking lots adjacent to high-use public areas
5.    Bus stops along high-use thoroughfares
6.    Individual trees or neighborhoods with high-risk tree 

characteristics such as:
          •   old growth trees 

 •   high density of large diameter, mature, or     
“problem” tree species

 •   root injury caused by sidewalk or road   
construction  

 •   storm-damaged trees

Moderate 
Hazard

Yellow

1.   Secondary roadways: congested intersections and 
visually obstructed traff c signs and stoplights

2.   Neighborhoods with a moderate density of large 
diameter, mature or “problem” tree species 

3.   Moderate-use parks, playgrounds and picnic areas
4.   Parking lots adjacent to moderate-use areas 

Low 
Hazard

Green

1.   Low-use roads and public areas with dispersed 
recreation 

2.   Open areas, woods, riparian zones, and peripheral 
areas with limited use or access

3.  Neighborhoods with a low density of large diameter, 
mature, or “problem” tree species 
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Hazard 

Categories

Color 
Codes

Timing of 
Inspections

Suggested 
Inspection Method 

Comments

Very High Red
Annual Walk-by/

Individual Tree 
Inspections

High Orange
1-2 years Walk-by/

Individual Tree 
Inspections

Moderate Yellow

3-5 years Walk-by/
Individual Tree 
Inspections

Consider conducting a 
drive-by/windshield survey 
on an “off-year” when 
individual tree inspections 
are not scheduled.

Low Green

5-7 years Walk-by/
Individual Tree 
Inspections
 
or
Drive-by/
Windshield 
Surveys

All Rated 
Zones

NA

After 
Severe 
Storms

Drive-by/
Windshield 
Surveys

If potentially hazardous 
trees are detected, follow-
up with individual tree 
inspections

Table 2.2. Suggested minimum guidelines for inspection methods and inspection schedules 
within a community tree risk management program.
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