PROTECTIVE GEAR FOR
NEW YORK CITY TREES
It's tough being a tree in New York City—
traumatized by trash trucks, defiled by
dogs, and banged up by bicycles. One on
53rd Street was so mistreated that a
longtime resident on the block posted a
sign: Please Do Not Trash This Tree.

Enter nonprofit Trees New York,
which together with Cooper Union art
school decided to go beyond signage
while adding a touch of pizzazz. Their
international design competition for tree
guards that also function as bike racks
drew more than 125 entries.

Manuel Saez's winning combination

of full and semi-circlesthat ring each
tree, "The Adonis," was created while he
was an undergraduate in industrial
design at the University of Bridgeport.
Now a master's student in
Bridgeport's technol ogy-management
program, Saez says he liked the chal -
lenge of creating a design that would be

appealing and cheaply mass pro-
duced. Hisis made of steel.
Concern for trees was a bit of
amotivator. "Every time | go to
New York, | see all the bicycles—
just awheel or a bike frame—tied
to atree," he says. "And that's
kind of sad. That was a good
inspiration." Saez won $3,000 for
his design, which, along with the
design of the runner-up, James
Smith of Harvard's Graduate
School of Design, will beinstalled ina
few boroughs over the next six months to
see which works best.

The competition, which AMERICAN
FORESTS helped judge, was supported by
agrant from the USDA National Urban
and Community Forestry Advisory

Council (www.treelink.ora/nucfac).


http://www.treelink.org/nucfac).
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Cyclists and urban trees can live together in perfect harmony.

City trees have difficult lives. Even bicyclists, their
fellow symbol of New Urbanist optimism, do them

wrong, New Y ork's citywide scarcity of bike racks
has driven cyclists to secure their vehiclesto tree
trunks, an encounter that often ends in the tree's
abrasion and subsequent death. Trees NY, a hon-

profit organization dedicated to improving urban
life through planting, preserving, and caring for
New Y ork's trees, joined Cooper Union in sponsor-

ing a competition for designs that could curb the
problem. College students around the country
were asked to design structures that could secure
bicycles and discourage tree abuse simultaneously.

The winning entry, by Manuel Saez from the
University of Bridgeport, displays, an understanding
of the fabrication process overlooked by many of
his peers. It consists of just two sturdy elements: a
donut joined to a U-shaped base. "l realized early
on that the design had to be produced cheaply, so |

focused on simple shapes that would be easy to
manufacture,”" he says. Trees NY plansto install

the winning racks at selected sites in Manhattan
and Queens this fall. —Rosten Woo
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