
Suzy del Villar
USDA Forest Service
1042 Park West Court
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

Dear Suzy,

Here are the answers to the questions for the 1997 Annual Report.

We enclosed a photocopy of two photos that we would be happy to send to you if
you think they would be good to include in the Annual Report. The two pictures
show the great variation in the urban forest at Chicago's Robert Taylor Homes, the
community where we conducted much of our NUCFAC supported research. Please
let us know if you would like to have black and white or color copies of these two
photos.

Hope you are well and that the task of preparing your report goes well.

Sincerely,
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Abstract

Do people who live in, or nearby, the urban forest treat each other better than people
who have less contact with the urban forest? We set out to answer this question in the
largest public housing development in the United States: Chicago's Robert Taylor
Homes. The density of the urban forest immediately outside the buildings at Robert
Taylor Homes vary considerably; some buildings are surrounded by only concrete and
asphalt, while others have trees and grass. We measured the amount of vegetation
outside 18 buildings and then conducted in-depth interviews with women living in
those buildings. We also observed and compared resident's outdoor activities.

We found the presence and density of trees in neighborhood spaces increases the use of
these common spaces, leading to increases in informal territorial control and social
interaction among neighbors. Further, we found that the urban forest is associated with
higher levels of neighborhood safety, including lower incidence of aggression and
physical violence, and greater persistence and more proactive behavior in the residents'
struggles against poverty. We also found evidence that the density of the urban forest
contributes to stronger social ties among neighbors and stronger sense of community for
both young adults and the elderly.

What are the Major Findings?

We found that, compared to people who live with very few nearby trees, people who
live in or nearby the urban forest experience:

• less family violence
• greater persistence and more proactive behavior in their struggles against

poverty
• stronger ties to their neighbors
• increased sense of safety and adjustment
• lower incidence of vandalizm, graffiti and other incivilities

Recommendations for Community Foresters

This work provides considerable support for the kind of programs that community
foresters lead. At a time when the nation's attention is focused on issues such as crime
prevention, health care, and the plight of single mothers, our research suggest that urban
forests are a basic part of any environment fit for humans; as necessary as streets,
sewers, and electricity. Community foresters are welcome to cite our work in their
efforts to gain support for the programs they lead.
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Learn more about our NUCFAC sponsored work by looking at our home page at:

http: / /www.aces.uiuc.edu/ —herl/

Our email addresses are:

Frances Kuo: f-kuo@uiuc.edu

William Sullivan: wcsulliv@uiuc.edu



Limited Use and Copyright Release

As and Advisory Council to the United States Secretary of Agriculture on urban and community forestry, The
National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council (NUCFAC) strives to bring awareness concerning
urban and community forestry activities, products, and materials to interested audiences.

Through the recommendation process for project funding, and through facilitating the dissemination of project
information, NUCFAC is helping to fulfill a significant communication need with urban forestry and
community forestry audiences, as well as among other interested public and private groups.

To assist NUCFAC in disseminating important information about the products, materials, and activities your
project generated, we ask that you sign this release. The intent of the release is to allow NUCFAC and its
designated agents to discuss, review, and show project descriptions, results, and impacts with various
audiences, organizations, and individuals who could benefit from this knowledge.

The project grantee, (as represented by an official representative and signed below), permits NUCFAC and its
designated agents to use, edit, and reproduce findings, research, publications, materials, descriptions, text,
electronic representations, graphics, and other similar goods in order to advertise, market, build awareness, and
educate the citizens of the United States.

NUCFAC is granted limited use of project descriptions and materials for non-commercial, educational
activities (including, but not limited to, annual reports to Congress and summary publications) in order to
facilitate expanding the knowledge base and field application of project findings and materials. The source of
any material used will be cited, in order to accelerate acceptance and use of techniques, concepts, devises, and
publications which could help advance the practice of modern urban and community forestry.

Signing this release is voluntary and at the complete discretion of the grantee.

Signing, or failure to sign, this form will not be seen, held, or recorded as a negative event.

Signing, or failure to sign, this release will not affect any future decision or recommendation of NUCFAC in a,
positive or negative way.

NUCFAC is proud of the projects that have been funded and would like to seek permission to show the nation
the fruits of cost-share grants partially generated with Federal dollars. Thank you in advance for your
consideration.
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