Exercise 1.2: Describing the Interface

“This exercise will help us to think about how to define the interface based on our own experiences and perspectives. The interface may mean different things to each of us and this exercise helps us to understand these differences.”

· Pretend you are a tour guide and describe the wildland-urban interface for a visitor. What would you see, hear, and smell? What else would you point out? 

Use the following questions to facilitate discussion:

· What characterizes the interface here in this region?

· What are the common characteristics described across all the groups?

· What differences have you noted among the groups responses? 

· Why do we have differences in how the interface is described within the same region?

· What are some of the unique characteristics that were mentioned?

· What else would other types of people add to these lists – Residents? Small business owners? Elected leaders? Large landowners?

· How do you think different perceptions of the interface might influence how interface issues are prioritized or addressed? Give examples.

