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Kids in the Woods
Key Terminology
animal behavior: The scientific study of the ways animals interact within their species, with other organisms, and with the physical environment. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]average: The sum of data divided by the number of items in the data set give the (mean) average.
bar graph: A graph using rectangular bars to illustrate values and make comparisons between data sets.  
bias: In a scientific experiment, a process where the scientists performing the research influences the results.  Bias can arise from experimental error and failure to take into account all possible variables.
carbon sequestration : The capture and long-term storage of atmospheric carbon dioxide. Carbon sequestration is associated with reducing greenhouse gases and reducing climate change impacts.  
constants: The variables in an experiment that remain the same.
consumer: An organism in a food chain that obtains nutrients from producers or other consumers; consumers may be herbivores or carnivores.
conclusion: The summary of the results of an experiment and how they support or refute the original hypothesis.
control group: A group in a scientific experiment that serves as a reference for comparison to the experimental group; a group that is untreated by the factor being tested.
data: Measurements or observations collected and recorded in an experiment or investigation.
data collection: The systematic process of gathering, recording and measuring information on variables of interest for research purposes. 
deciduous: Not evergreen; plants with foliage dying and usually falling after each growing season. 
dependent variable: The variable being measured in an experiment. 
diameter at breast height (DBH):   A commonly used reference height in forestry used to estimate a tree’s diameter (approximately 4.5 feet).
dichotomous key: A tool that allows users to determine the identify of items in the natural world by offering a choice between two opposing characters until the correct identity is determined.
diversity:  In ecology, the degree of variation of living things in a given ecosystem.
economic benefits: Benefits that can be quantified in terms of money generated. 
ecosystem: All the living and nonliving things that interact with each other in an environment. 
ecosystem services: Goods and services provided within an ecosystem that benefit society.
environment: The sum of conditions affecting an organism, including all living and nonliving things in an area, such as plants, animals, water, soil, weather, landforms, and air.
evergreen: Plants with live leaves persisting through one or more winter seasons. 
experiment: A scientific test or procedure that is carried out under controlled conditions to answer a scientific question.
experimental design: The design of a study used to test cause and effect relationships between variables. 
food chain: A diagram representing the transfer of energy from the Sun through producers and a series of consumers. 
food web: Interconnected food chains within an ecological community.
forage: To search widely for food or provisions.
habitat: A place in an ecosystem where an organism normally lives. 
hypothesis: A statement that can be tested scientifically through experiments and/or other scientific investigations. 
independent variable: The variable intentionally altered in an experiment to test for its effect on the dependent variable. 
investigation: An organized scientific study of the natural world that may include making systematic observations, asking questions, gathering information, analyzing data, summarizing results, drawing conclusions, and/or communicating results.
interpret: To analyze the results of an experiment (often in the form of graphs or tables) and make meaning of the information. 
leaf arrangement-: The arrangement of the leaves on the stem. 
leaf bud: A structure on the twig at the base of a leaf that later develops into a leaf.
leaf composition: The divisions of the leaf blade(s) on a twig.
leaf margin: The edge or border of a leaf.
leaf persistence: A characteristic of plants used to describe whether their foliage persists and remains green throughout the year (evergreen) or is lost for a portion of the year (deciduous).
leaf shape: The shape of a leaf blade.
material goods:  An item consumers can purchase.
method: A systematic, repeatable procedure followed in accomplishing tasks (in an experiment) that helps reduce the risk of bias. 
observation: Information about the natural world gathered through the senses and/or scientific instruments.
predator: An animal that preys on other animals.
prey: An organism that is killed and/or eaten by another organism (predator).
range: Where a species can persist geographically given the various environmental factors and the adaptations of the species. 
repetition: Making multiple sets of measurements or observations in a scientific investigation.
replication: The reproduction of a scientific investigation by another person to ensure accuracy.
scientific method:  A process for experimentation used to explore observations and develop questions.  
scientific name: The Latin name given to an organism consisting of its genus and species.  
species: A group of the same kind of organisms that can mate and produce offspring that can reproduce.
systematic observations: Observations obtained by following a preplanned method of observation.
variable: An event, condition, or factor that can be changed or controlled in order to study or test a hypothesis in a scientific experiment.
wildlife value: The benefits provided to wildlife, such as food, shelter and habitat. 
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